SPEECH  MAKING

Types of Speeches:

· To Entertain and Amuse: Although this type of speech is fun to hear, it is not always easy to give. Jokes and stories must be carefully chosen to suit the audience and the content of the speech. In addition, the way you present a story or joke is often more important than the joke itself.

· To Inform or Explain: News broadcasts, school announcements, public service announcements and class presentations are examples of informative speeches.

· To Persuade or Convince: Some speeches aim to change people’s opinion or to move them to take some action. In a persuasive speech, credibility is important. The speaker will have more success if the audience sees him or her as a trustworthy individual. This type of speech appeals to the listeners’ emotions while using facts, statistics and specific examples to appeal to the listeners’ reason.

SPEECHES SHOULD: Incorporate all 3 different types!!

Elements of a Speech:

1. The speech should open with a catchy and interesting introduction. This beginning should engage the audience (your teacher and classmates) and draw attention to your topic. This introduction should be creative, possibly humorous and could be a bit abstract. This introduction should leave the audience guessing where the direction of the speech is heading. (1min)

2. After the intro. directly state the topic and how this topic will be discussed. Traditionally, this begins with: “Honourable Judges, teachers and fellow students, my topic is on drunk driving and the horrible effects it has upon society.” (30sec)

3. Engage the audience to feel your topic. Bring the audience into your topic. Allow the audience to care about your topic. Rhetorically this is called an apostrophe . . . beginning with the 2nd person pronoun “You”. For example, “imagine you were . . . .” or, “think of how you would . . .” or, “My topic is on love and how no one can truly understand it. Place your hand on your heart, place it there, feel your pulse. Ask yourself: Is this what love is?” (30sec)

4. Rhetorical questions and rhetorical devices: Now you are in the body of your speech. Rhetorically invite the audience to participate with your language and your ideas. Think of using metaphors, similes or parallelisms. Think of repeating the beginning of short sentences. Think of repeating the end of short sentences. Think of repeating the middle of short sentences. Think. Just think. Think of how rhetoric works.

The body should use quotations, information and methods of development . . . cause and effect sentences, definition sentences, expository sentences  . . . develop your topic and point of view with proper support and evidence. 

This is not a report so choose your information and quotations wisely. No one wants to be lost when someone is speaking. This causes the mind to wonder and the speaker to perform poorly. (2-3mins)

5.  Concluding thoughts: End short and sweet. Be gentle with the audience and make them feel compassion for your words and thoughts. Make the audience feel satisfied for having listened to your ideas. (30sec.-1min)

REMEMBER this is a PERFORMANCE!!! Speak clearly. Speak slowly. Use expression to begin and end ideas. Use expression to highlight certain words. Use expression to convince and persuade. You are a performer. Perform with facial expressions and arm/body gestures. Communicate your words through your VOICE and BODY.

You MUST also use your EYES. Make sure every single person and every single mind has your attention. Make sure everyone knows you are in charge and you are commanding them to participate.

Length: 
Junior 3-5mins



Senior 4-6mins

