The Beginnings of Education (p. 72-81)

Formal public education is a recent development in human history.  


- Historically, news and knowledge spread through storytelling in non-literate societies.


- The advent of the printing press was a critical development in educating the mass population 

(1400's), however, literacy was integral to seizing this new opportunity to acquire knowledge.

A formal schooling system in Ontario wasn't established until the the mid 19th century (1800's).


- Working class parents were resistant to the idea of formal education because it provided their family 
no useful function (read economic advantages).  

- Despite compulsory education, many working class families did not send their children to schools.  

- Work experience was more valuable because it afforded the skills necessary to provide for 

one's family, and schooling provided no economic advantages.  

- When the benefits of schooling eventually outweighed the small income a young person could contribute to their family, formal education began to catch on.  

- Once formal schooling became associated with economic productivity and prosperity it was 
widely attended by all social classes.  

Education and Employment Today

Education is no longer only for the sons of wealthy families.  In Canada, public education is available to all, and is viewed as a key factor to success in life, offering the opportunity for social mobility.  Education and income are strong positive correlates.  Most individuals acquire education as a means to generating greater income potential, rather than for its intrinsic value.  This has be coined ‘credentialism.'  Greater amounts of education provide employers greater assurances of an individual's ability to gather information, analyze it, and reach creative solutions; a highly prized skill in our current information society.

Gender Gap

In 1997, 58% of all degrees in Canada were granted to women, and 50% of all degrees in law and medicine.  

