Unit 3: Poetic Forms and Voices 

Activity 5: Found Poetry

Overview
You will learn how to create your own original poetry composition using phrases found in a medium of your choice. The resultant Found Poem will be published and shared during a class discussion for peer and teacher feedback. You will also reflect on the process with a strong focus on making personal connections. Journal reflections will be assessed for technical writing and depth of personal reflection. 

Content
You’ve already created your own ‘Free Verse' poem! Now lets try creating a poem using a method called ‘Found Poetry'. 

	
	Watch a demonstration of 'Found Poetry'.


Assignment
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Assignment
This assignment involves the submission of two things: 
1. The found poem that you have created. 

2. Journal response that explains how your poem reflects the given topic.    Use the words, phrases, and ideas that you included in the poem in your explanation. 
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Once you are done, submit your completed found poem from the media activity and to me. 
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Journal

Write a 100 to 200 word journal reflection on the process of creating your Found Poem. Be sure to talk about how it felt. For example, did anything surprising happen? Did you have an epiphany you surprised by the finished product? What do you think the finished product says about you? 
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Example
A Journal entry for Found Poetry:

"I knew that I would start with a fashion magazine for two reasons. When I first learned how to sew, I studied fashion magazines all the time so that I could alter my clothes to look like the ones in the magazines. Now that I think of it, altering my clothes to make them into something 'new' is a lot like taking phrases out of a magazine and making them into something 'new'! [that was an epiphany!!!] I guess I went from making 'found' clothing to making 'found' poetry! 

The second reason that I chose the fashion magazine is because when I make birthday cards for my family and friends, I always use fashion magazines. For guys, I use men's fashion magazines. In my experience they have the best captions. At least, the best for me. 

I found that I lost my sense of time while I was re-arranging the words. I feel like I go into a kind of a trance and my sub-conscious does all the work. Now that I think about it, the same thing used to happen sewing...I would even forget to stop to eat. 

I am always surprised, in a good way, with the results. When I make a found-poetry-birthday-card for a friend, it always looks and sounds like that person because the whole time that I am making it, I am thinking of that person. When I make a found poem just for myself, like the one I just did, it seems to tell me where I have just been in my life and how I'm feeling about tomorrow." (250 words) 
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Rubrics
	Found Poem 

	Categories
	Level 1
(50 - 59%)
	Level 2
(60 - 69%)
	Level 3
(70 - 79%)
	Level 4
(80 - 100%)

	Knowledge and Understanding
	shows limited knowledge of the poetic form 
	shows some knowledge of the poetic form 
	shows considerable knowledge of the poetic form 
	shows thorough knowledge of the poetic form 

	Thinking and Inquiry 
	expresses few ideas with limited support by relevant evidence or rationales 

asks self few questions 
	expresses some ideas supported by relevant evidence or rationales 

asks self some questions 
	expresses ideas supported clearly by relevant evidence or rationales 

asks self good questions 
	expresses many ideas supported effectively by relevant evidence or rationales 

asks self probing questions 

	Communication
	meaning and intent are frequently unclear 

demonstrates limited sense of purpose 
	meaning and intent are sometimes unclear 

demonstrates some sense of purpose 
	meaning and intent are clear 

demonstrates clear sense of purpose 
	meaning and intent are clear and engaging 

demonstrates strong sense of purpose 

	Application
	several major grammatical errors and many spelling errors 

makes few personal connections 
	some major grammatical and several spelling errors 

makes some personal connections 
	some minor grammatical errors and few spelling errors 

makes considerable personal connections 
	few minor grammatical and no spelling errors 

makes many personal connections 


Note: A student whose achievement is below Level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity. 
	Journal Rubric 

	Categories
	Level 1
(50 - 59%)
	Level 2
(60 - 69%)
	Level 3
(70 - 79%)
	Level 4
(80 - 100%)

	Thinking and Inquiring 
	* expresses few ideas with limited support by relevant evidence or rationales

*asks self few questions 
	*expresses some ideas supported by relevant evidence or rationales 

*asks self some questions 
	*expresses ideas supported clearly by relevant evidence or rationales

*asks self good questions 
	*expresses many ideas supported effectively by relevant evidence or rationales

*asks self probing questions 

	Communication
	*meaning and intent are frequently unclear 

*demonstrates limited sense of purpose 
	*meaning and intent are sometimes unclear 

*demonstrates some sense of purpose 
	*meaning and intent are clear 

*demonstrates clear sense of purpose 
	*meaning and intent are clear and engaging 

* demonstrates strong sense of purpose 

	Application
	*several major grammatical errors and many spelling errors 

*makes few personal connections 
	*some major grammatical and several spelling errors 

*makes some personal connections 
	*some minor grammatical errors and few spelling errors 

*makes considerable personal connections 
	*few minor grammatical and no spelling errors 

*makes many personal connections 


Note: A student whose achievement is below Level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity. 

