Unit 3: Poetic Forms and Voices 

Activity 2: Reading Poetry
Learning expectations 
· you will learn how to read a poem 

· how to write a response to a poem 

· how to recognize the elements of poetry
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A poem is concise verbal snapshot of a poet’s thoughts. Poems work through the images they paint, the sounds they create, and the ideas they communicate.

You need to read a poem more than once –- and at least one time out loud, so you can hear the sounds and rhythms. Close your eyes and try to see the pictures painted by the works. Try to share the poet’s feeling and perceptions.  Then ask yourself, “What does this poem say to me?”
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The Elements of a Poem 
Poets combine sounds, image, and shapes to make a unique creation in words that communicate with you, the reader.


The Music of Poetry: Its sounds 

Poetry needs to be read aloud.  As you read, listen for words that rhyme and for a rhythm you can tap you fingers to, like music.  Listen for words that imitate sound s you hear around you in real life.  All these sounds add to the effect of the poem.


The Images of Poetry: Its pictures

As you read poetry, let the poet’s words paint pictures in you mind.  Poets use sensory images to appeal to sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch.  Poets often use comparisons that give you new ways of looking at familiar things. 

The Structure of Poetry: Its shape

Pay attention to how the poet has placed the words on the page. A new stanza or verse may signal a change of focus or of tone.  The poet may repeat lines or words to emphasize important ideas. 
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How to Read a Poem

Think of reading a poem as having a conversation with the poet.  The poet is saying what on his or her mind and you’re listening.  But don’t just sit there – get involved! Ask questions.  Make comments. Express your feelings. Give your opinions. Share you experiences. You can record your side of the conversation in Journal Responses.
Getting Ready

Before you start to read a poem, look it over.  Find out how long it is, if it is divided into stanzas, or if it has an unusual shape.  Read the title and think about what it suggests to you.  Scan the poem for words that catch you attention. 

Getting to Know the Poem

First Reading

· Read the poem straight through at least once to get a feel for it.  Don’t think too much yet about what it means

· Pay attention to the punctuation as you read. Pause briefly at commas, longer at periods.  If there’s no punctuation at the end of a line, keep right on reading. 

· Listen to the sounds of the words. Read all of part of the poem out loud.  Think about what feelings and ideas the sounds suggest. 

Second Reading

· Read the poem through slowly, this time thinking about what it means. 

· In a dictionary, look up any words that you don’t know. 

· Try to see in your mind any pictures the poet creates.   

Getting Into the Poem 
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Read the poem title “Trombone Solo” – Stoddard King and answer the following questions  
1. List things that catch you attention in the poem: repetitions, comparisons, rhymes, images, sounds. 

2. Pick 4 lines that best represents what you think the poem is about and explain why you feel that way 

3. Talk about the poem. Share you ideas and questions about the poem.

4. Listen to the tone of voice in the poem.  It may express an emotion or an attitude.  Is it teasing, serious, angry?

5. Think about who is speaking in the poem. Some poets write in their own voice, as if they were speaking.  Some poets write as another person.  
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Responding to a Poem 
Understanding the Task 

Every poem that we read creates some kind of reaction in us: “This is a great poem!” “I don’t get it.” “Boring!” “It’s funny.” 

In a written response to a poem, you move beyond this first reaction to state your thoughts and feelings about the poem more clearly. You try to explain why you feel the way you do about the poem. You must also support your opinion with examples and quotations from the poem. 

Checklist: Responding to a Poem 

· Did I put the name of the author and the title of the poem at the top of the chart?

· Did I answer each of the questions in the chart?

· Did I give my own thoughts and feelings about the poem?

· Did I use examples from the poem to support my ideas?

· Did I make connections between the poem and my own life?

· Did I describe in my own words what I think the poem is saying?

	Response Chart
	Response to Stoddard King’s Poem “The Trombone Solo”

	How did you feel as you read the poem? 


	

	What do you think of the poet’s ideas?


	

	What are your favourite images in the poem?


	

	What do you think of the sound of the poem—its rhyme, its rhythm, and the words used?


	

	How does the poem connect with your personal life?

  
	

	What would you say to the poet about this poem if you had a chance?


	

	What do you think the poem is saying?


	

	Response Chart
	Response to Edwin A. Hoey’s Poem “Foul Shot”

	How did you feel as you read the poem? 


	

	What do you think of the poet’s ideas?


	

	What are your favourite images in the poem?


	

	What do you think of the sound of the poem—its rhyme, its rhythm, and the words used?


	

	How does the poem connect with your personal life?

  
	

	What would you say to the poet about this poem if you had a chance?


	

	What do you think the poem is saying?


	


	
	


http://www.pbs.org/jazz/classroom/transcend.htm

