Theme



Since we will be exploring many different themes throughout the course, this activity will help you better understand the idea of “Theme”. We will be looking at the following themes in this course, Outsider Alienation, Bullying, Relationships, Love, Stereotyping, Prejudice, Racism, Sexism, and Peer Pressure. However, those are not themes they are topics, to make them themes you need to consider the following formula.  
Theme = human emotion/condition + reason
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Example 1: Joy and happiness are the results of true friendship, where people help each other through the social challenges of high school.

The HUMAN EMOTION/CONDITION is "Joy and happiness" and the REASON is "true friendship, where people help each other through the social challenges of high school." 

OR
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Example 2: Boredom is the product of apathy (lack of enthusiasm or energy: lack of interest in anything, or the absence of any wish to do anything) and fear, where people don't challenge themselves, seeking to conform to the standards of others.

The HUMAN EMOTION/CONDITION is "Boredom" and the REASON is "apathy and fear, where people don't challenge themselves, seeking to conform to the standards of other people".   

It is clear that Example #1 is a positive theme and Example #2 is a negative theme. Keep the difference in mind, when you create/define your own themes.

What can help us better understand theme is something called a DATA SET, where we have a column giving us an example of WHAT SOMETHING IS and WHAT SOMETHING IS NOT. 

	Overhead #1
	The pictures you see are examples of a "Concept", in this case: “a WOK”. 


 

As you can see that some of the pictures are WOK's and some are not. While the pictures are quite goofy looking, they are, in fact, a very serious DATA SET. 

 

	Overhead
#2
	And now check out the FRAXS. Again they're colourful and goofy. And again they are an example of a DATA SET. Some are FRAXS and some are NOT. 


Here's a DATA SET on Themes...

	Theme is 
	Theme is not 

	Marriage and happiness occur when men are brave enough to express their true love to women. 
	Bravery brings happiness. 

	Human misery is the result of cowardly men unwilling to commit themselves to their loved ones. 
	Cowards cannot love. 

	Justice occurs when the police are smarter than the criminals. 
	Good guys win. 


  Do you see the difference? Theme is a challenging concept but with help from a DATA SET, it can be understood better. 

Theme = human emotion/condition + reason
  

  Assignment #1
Required Reading 
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	Read the short story "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" by Evan Hunter. 

While the story is an older one, its characters should be relatable to you. Read the story and think about the story's theme. 


Complete the following assignment and submit by next class. 

By carefully reading through "On the Sidewalk Bleeding", you will create a Quotation Gallery, one that you will share with your fellow students.

Pull quotations out of the story that are meaningful and that lead us toward understanding the concept of theme. 

Use the following chart to structure your quotation gallery. For each of the categories, find a minimum of two quotations:

	Category 
  
	Example #1 
	Example #2 
	Example #3 

	Character 

  
	  
	  
	  

	Conflict (define type e.g. Person vs. Self; Person vs. Person; Person vs. Environment) 
	  
	  
	  

	Setting 


	  
	  
	  

	Symbols 

  
	  
	  
	  


 [image: image4.png]


Assignment #2
Complete the following assignment and submit your work to the teacher. 
  

STEP ONE
Using the formula for theme, define in one sentence the theme of "On the Sidewalk Bleeding". What you write should be a statement, ending in a period, not a question mark. Be detailed.

Theme = human emotion/condition + reason  
STEP TWO 
For two other stories from this short story unit - using the formula for theme - define their themes. 

 

