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Unit 2


Chapter 5 – Issues in Emerging Adulthood

Student Notes

Gender and Life Structure
· Women now work for nearly the same payment as men.

· Women had to work to support families and children would not suffer if they did.

· Both male and female seek to balance family and work as they build their life structure. 

· Men responded that paid work was important to personal happiness more than women.

· Bibby discovered that more woman and men rated family life important rather than a rewarding career as important. 
Feminist by Day Housewife by Night
· Woman against the typical housewife role

· Has a certain negative image about mat leave women

· Takes pride in her life (job and student status going for her PhD) and likes to view herself as a genderless odourless politically correct feminist but...

· At home with her boyfriend she plays the housewife roles like cleaning toilets and planning the wedding she doesn’t know she is going to have 

· In the end she changes her views on mat leave because her boyfriend and her are thinking of having a baby, and says that the mat leave befits are really great

1. The roles she takes on as a typical housewife include:

· Scrubbing toilets

· Scooping cat litter

· Planning theoretical wedding

All while her husband sits around grumbling about sports and the half of the work he has to do.

2. The purpose of this essay...

It talks about her views on feminism and the importance to remain a neutral individual with no labels, especially the housewife label, but she finds herself caving to some of those roles, and we think the objective of this article is to share that it is difficult to remain a genderless, odourless, politically correct individual as the text states because we are not wired to be like that, and society is constantly pushing us to take on the typical roles seen in our world today, especially gender roles. The author portrays this message clearly when he talks about a woman who clearly wants to be that perfect version of herself (a perfect feminist) but then admits to not being like that all the time by any means, and closes with her changing her mind completely on her views on mat leave and the traditional housewife roles. This tells us that even if you want to be a certain way it doesn’t necessarily mean your going to be that way and in order to be a ‘perfect’ individual in regards to the things mentioned in this essay one would have to give up many things, and sacrifice a lot to be that person, like marriage and children...

Article: Feminist by day, housewife by night

Riva Soucie 
Globe and Mail 
Published Tuesday, Oct. 06, 2009
A few years ago, a good friend revealed that several educated women she knew were seeking employment with the federal government strictly for the maternity leave top-up benefit. 

I was incredulous. What were these women thinking? That all that mattered in life was getting full pay for a year while suffering sleepless nights, endless diaper changes and leaky breasts? 

These were women with postsecondary educations – even graduate degrees, in some cases. Surely they had taken a couple of gender studies courses, I mused. How could they throw away their ideals and career aspirations for a standard-issue desk job, stretchy slacks and a few days of annual family leave? 

I began to form a picture in my mind of what I smugly referred to as Mat Leave Woman. The kind of woman, I assumed, who would talk about the quality of her husband's sperm over appetizers and diet soda, the type of woman who shopped for mix-and-match basics at American outlet malls. These were women, I meanly believed, who settled for $30 haircuts and watched first-run blockbusters on two-for-one nights. 

Meanwhile, throughout my 20s, I continued to work on my PhD in sociology while building my writing portfolio, co-editing an online journal and living in an overpriced loft with two purebred cats and a man whose income is only pennies above my own. 

Over time, I gained a reputation for being a proponent of voluntary childlessness, writing a paper on the subject as part of my degree requirements and planning my moneyed, leisurely future with a sparkling kitchen, Sunday morning sleep-ins and plenty of time to write. 

“I'm not a walking uterus,” I would complain to my partner when hopeful in-laws openly questioned us about possible progeny. He was in agreement. Only totally unimaginative people breed, we naively told ourselves. 

But recently, I realized, I've been leading a kind of double life. 

By day, I work studiously on campus, surreptitiously rubbing off my lipstick with a tissue whenever I spot a serious academic coming my way. 

I have debates with colleagues about whether boy babies should wear dresses, and I listen to lectures on the confusion over contemporary masculinity in auditoriums filled with other like minds. 

My shelves are lined with influential books on atheism, gender equality and reproductive choice. I eschew the feminine pleasure of wine spritzers in favour of beer, speak up when someone cracks a sexist joke at a party and sold my sewing machine to buy a new laptop. 

In short, I strive to be the model genderless, odourless, politically correct and critical feminist. 

But at night, when I come home, I admit my life is a slightly different story. 

There, I scrub the toilet every other day, scoop cat litter and plan endless iterations of the wedding my partner and I don't know if we want to have. 

I find myself dusting the top of the closet and running the lint roller over the couch cushions while, in the background, Dr. Phil drones on about potty training. My partner, meanwhile, stomps around the house grumbling about the Lakers and ignores the 50 per cent of the housework for which he is responsible. 

In some ways, our arrangement horrifies me. We've worked hard to leave behind rural, working-class roots and the drudgery of traditional North American family life, and still here we are seemingly reproducing the narrow roles we've sought to avoid. 

But I have to admit, I also kind of like it. 

I like that he is the kind of man who can get airline tickets changed without paying the fee. I like that he doesn't bore me or weigh me down with gooey talk about his feelings. He handles our investments, kills spiders, books rental cars and calls the building manager. In fact, he does all the kinds of things that I imagine George Bush-loving, SUV-driving fathers of two do. 

And frankly, I'm not much better at sticking to a progressive gender role. 

Lately, I have become the kind of woman who derives immense satisfaction from washing the household's entire collection of rubber flip-flops. I admit to becoming teary eyed over the simple, bucolic pleasure of slicing vegetables for dinner. I've stocked my living-room cupboard with puzzles, stuffed animals and tiny trucks – for our friends' children, I explain – and I find myself considering all manner of cringe-inducing beauty treatments. 

Worst of all, I have pushed aside all but the most lucrative of freelance writing opportunities in favour of a full-time job with the federal government. We're thinking of having a baby, you see, and, well, the maternity benefits are really great. 

Cultural Diversity/Culture and Identity
There are multiple ways an individual can form their identity. This depends on the individual’s background, how an individual is raised and society at the time.

Emerging adults in First Nations, small or isolated communities and immigrant families may experience the transition to adulthood differently than their Canadian peers.

Individualism: A social theory that emphasizes independence and self reliance and favours free action of individuals.

Collectivism: Emphasizes the independence of individuals in a collectivist society.

Duty Based Moral Code: Encourages individuals to consider the expectations of the family and society more than personal considerations.

When immigrants come to Canada it is usually the most difficult for the father. This is because most men from other cultures are the provider and when they can’t get a job here they feel a sense of failure. Women may have to work even if they didn’t in their own country.

Children gain an unusual status within the family because parents usually depend on their children as translators when dealing with authorities, school and work. The traditional power structure of the family becomes unstable when women and children gain power and men lose theirs.

It can be difficult for young adults to explore identity. Some parents want kids to stay traditional while others believe they should adapt to Canadian Values
Parents and Teens in Immigrant Families
1.) Why might immigrant youth born in Canada experience more conflict than those who came as immigrant themselves? 



- Immigrant youth born in Canada might experience more conflict being born in Canada than those who came as immigrants because youth to explore identity and work options in a family system struggling to achieve a stable life in a new culture, the emphasis on duty and obligation to the family of origin is found in many cultures in Canada. This can result in difficulty for young adults developing an idealistic identity. Trying to adapt to new expectations and their parents can be something like feeling pressure to excel in both school and occupation, but were also expected to assume traditional gender roles. 

2.) Why does Tyyska recommend using interviews with the youth rather than with the parents to research parents-adolescent conflict? 


-Tyyska interviewed the youth rather than with the parents is because most immigrant parents depend on their children as translators when dealing with authorities, school, and business. 

3.) Iranian- Canadian families are sometimes less traditional than others because there is a continuum of parent adolescent relationship from traditional to non traditional in the Iranian-Canadian community, they also have fewer problems at home because they’re families are less traditional 
Culture & Life Structure

· Immigrant youth are more likely to take in Canadian Culture than their parents since they go to school & participate in the same reflective activities and observe same role models equal to Canadian born as they form their individual identities and acquire values.
· In Addition:

· Immigrant youth are exposed to media and immersed in a Canadian Community.

· Immigrant youth learn to prepare for an occupation through educational choice.

· Values and expectations of Canadian culture influence formation of identity and an adult life structure as expected in Canada. (Usually not the expectations of families who immigrate to Canada)
· Canadian schools emphasize independence, individual’s accomplishments, co-operation, expression of personal opinions and responsible decision-making for their students.
· Ramola Dugsins study of young adults living in immigrant East-Indian families found that conflict arose when children approached adulthood.
· Using symbolic interactionist perspective, she asked the participants to describe their experience:

·   Both men and women felt pressure from their parents to excel at school and in an occupation, but they were expected to assume traditional gender roles within family.

· The expectation that they would respect the wished of their elders limited their ability to communicate openly about their individual goals.

· Therefore, if East-Indian Immigrants were first able to develop self-esteem inside the family then they were most likely to develop a life structure that was consistent with their values.

If You’re a New Canadian, “You Go to University”

· Thesis of the article: The children of non-Canadian immigrant families are more likely to go to university than those of non-immigrant families

· 1st and 2nd generation Canadians go to university at rates that exceed non-immigrant children

· Getting more young Canadians to go to university may be about setting goals early in life, and should have barriers removed

· Canada is becoming more diverse (seen in young members of the population drawn to higher education

· Several factors influence a young person’s decision: how far their parents went, family income, where they live, and academic achievement

· Even with these taken into account, the offspring of immigrants are still far more likely than other Canadians to enrol in university

· Gap increases when students are divided by country of origin

· Those who come as children from China, Africa, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and other Asian countries have participation rates of almost 90%

· This directs the importance of a person’s cultural and family background and their decision in determining who does and does not go.

· The only group of immigrants who go to university at lower rates than Canadians are those from South America

· It can be seen that students from various backgrounds support each other by forming clubs and communities

· Clubs on campus

· That network helps students deal with the pressure to succeed

· Ross Finnie believes that immigrants are more likely to go to university than other Canadians ( “there is something going on here that goes beyond all we can measure.  It may be about the desire to go and getting that desire in a person early enough so that they are prepared to go.”

· Tom Nowers also thinks that immigrants are more likely to attend university ( “they have a very strong family bond, it keeps them on track... some struggle to navigate their own way; others go to extraordinary lengths to live up to expectations.”

· Results of this study can be used by families, educators, and policy makers to change behaviours concerning post secondary education by inspiring non-immigrant parents to hold more importance to higher education by stressing is at a younger age, like many other cultures do.

Article: EDUCATION IF YOU'RE A NEW CANADIAN, 'YOU GO TO UNIVERSITY'
Elizabeth Church
Patricia Jura's journey to university was long and complicated, but her destination was never in doubt. Born in Zimbabwe, Ms. Jura arrived in Canada at age 11, living in Toronto's Rexdale neighbourhood while her parents gained Canadian training, then moving to Steinbach, Man., where her mother, a chemist, got a job. 
Now in her second year at the University of Toronto's Scarborough campus, Ms. Jura, 18, says higher education was always the goal. “In my family you go to university,” she explained. “I guess it was a choice, but it didn't feel like that.” 
Ms. Jura's story is a common one. First- and second-generation Canadians are arriving on Canadian university campuses at a rate that far exceeds that of non-immigrant children. It's a trend that offers some important clues to the importance of social factors in decisions about education. 
Getting more young Canadians to go to university may be as much about making it a goal early in life and supporting them to get there as it is about removing barriers such as cost or even marks, researchers say. 
“They just go,” said Ross Finnie, a University of Ottawa economics professor who has crunched the numbers. “There is something going on here that goes beyond all we can measure. 
“It may be about the desire to go and getting that desire in a person early enough so that they are prepared to go.” For anyone who has visited a campus in recent years, the growing presence of new Canadians will come as no surprise. Canada is becoming increasingly diverse and nowhere is that diversity more evident than in the youngest members of the population, a rising number of whom are drawn to higher education. Still, even researchers such as Prof. Finnie, who have studied trends in enrolment and access to postsecondary education for some time, say new figures reveal some unexpected trends. 
Researchers have long known, for example, that there are several factors that influence a young person's decision about higher education. How far their parents went in school, family income, where they live and academic achievement are key. But even when all these factors are taken into account, new research, based on numbers collected by Statistics Canada over several years, shows young people who came to Canada as children or are the offspring of immigrants are still far more likely than other Canadians to enrol in university. 
This gap is even greater when students are divided by country of origin. A study, conducted by Prof. Finnie and Richard Mueller from the University of Lethbridge, shows that while roughly 38 per cent of non-immigrant Canadians go to university, those who came as children or have parents who came from China, Africa or other Asian countries such as India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka have participation rates that in some cases approach 90 per cent. The study is based on numbers from Statscan's Youth in Transition project, which has been tracking a group of young Canadians since 2000. 
“These numbers point to groups in our society who absolutely have no problem in attending university,” Prof. Finnie said. “They also point to the importance of background factors such as family and cultural factors in determining who goes and who doesn't.” 
Only one group of immigrants, those from the Americas, excluding the United States, go to university at lower rates that all other Canadians. 
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All this is not news to Tom Nowers, dean of student affairs for more than a decade at U of T's Scarborough campus. He's all too familiar with the family and cultural ties that exist for many of the students on his campus who are first- or second-generation Canadians. “They have very strong family bonds,” he said. “It keeps them on track.” 
He also has seen the downside. “Some struggle to navigate their own way, others go to extraordinary lengths to live up to expectations,” he said. 
Beyond family, Mr. Nowers also sees students from various backgrounds supporting each other and forming communities and clubs on campus. That network, he believes, helps students deal with pressures to achieve. 
For Ms. Jura, who once dreamed of a singing career, going to university was something she did for her parents, but now feels was the right choice. She'd like to go into pharmacy and perhaps later get a business degree. 
“My mom said, ‘Do whatever what you want, just make sure you bring a degree home,' ” she remembers. “I came for my mom; I'm here now for me.” 
 
 

 

 Globe and Mail, Monday, Oct. 12, 2009. 
Case Study: Sanjay’s Quest for Independence
The High Cost of Education

· College and University are viewed as a high priority for getting a career

· Students must pay tuition, purchase books, pay for activation fees, pay for a room, board, and transportation

· Concern that students with lower income families may have fewer resources for post-secondary education

Tuition Costs

· Fees at Canadian universities have doubled between 1990-2005

· Higher tuition may discourage some individuals from the education they need to pursue their goals

· Families are wondering whether post-secondary education makes sense

Paying Costs of Post-Secondary Education

· Most common payment for post-secondary education is personal savings/employment income/families/friends/partners

· Most students will graduate with debt to repay

· Families would need to invest up to $2900 for 18 years

· Half of post-secondary graduates will borrow money from government and non-government sources

· 1 in 4 graduates reported having difficulty paying their loans

Family Influences on Participation

· Family income can affect whether students expect to achieve their goals

· Idea of post-secondary education discourages lower income families

· Effects are multiplied when there are no post-secondary institutes nearby

How to Avoid the Two Biggest Costs of University

· The writer Kathy Dobson preaches the benefits of living at home when attending university. 

· Comparing costs from $80,000 when living in residence to $53,000 living at home. 

· She recommends saving money for your child’s university before he is even born. 

· She mentions students will loaf/slack off “finding themselves” in the first two years in university which ends up as a waste of money

· Parents and students need to recognize if their child is ready for university or needs to take a few years off
Suggestions:
Living at home and do research to decide your major so there is no loafing in university

Compare the benefits or living at home vs. living in residence by coming cost of living

Post secondary education creates independence and responsibility 

Article: How to avoid the two biggest costs of university
Kathy Dobson, October 21, 2009 at 2:26 PM

When my two oldest started at the University of Waterloo last year, it was assumed they would be living at home.

 

With the University of McMaster, Toronto, Waterloo, Sir Wilfred Laurier and several other universities within driving distance of our home, spending thousands of extra dollars every year (for each kid) just wouldn't have made sense.

 

Residence might teach important life lessons, such as independence and responsibility. But those life lessons cost you. Big time.

 

According to a special report released by TD Bank Financial Group last week, the total cost of a four-year undergraduate degree for a student living away from home is $80,498. Living at home saves almost $30,000, with a four-year cost of $53,356. And the cost is only going to go up. In 18 years, the projected cost of a four-year undergraduate degree is $137,013 for those students living away from home, and $101,426 for those who stay at home.

 

To be honest, I thought it would be more.

 

Never mind worrying about partying, drinking, a poor diet, or those other negative stereotypes often associated with living in residence.

 

Living away from home is a huge expense, and the larger student loans required could follow your child for years. For parents who plan to pay their children's way through university, they had better start saving up in advance. Way in advance. Heck, once your child is in high school, it may already be too late. The best time to start saving might be even before they're born. Especially if, like me, you have more than one. Or two. Three, four, and well, you get the picture.

 

Of course, who knows how many of my children will actually attend university in the end. At least one of them might decide to attend college and go into the trades. Or start their own business. Just as long as none of them decide to become a professional student, I'm ready to support their decision.

 

Residence is expensive enough. But there's an even bigger expense parents might need to watch out for. Your child spending a few years 'finding themself' in university. Or deciding to switch majors after a year or two. Maybe more than once.

 

I have a friend whose son decided to switch degrees, after spending two years in his program. I think it's great that he was able to change his career path before it was too late - before he had completed his degree, or invested several years in job that he didn't like. And self-exploration is great. If you can afford it. In my family's case, there's no wiggle room. With student loans and part-time jobs, my children need to make a straight path through university.

 Switching degrees isn't necessarily a mistake. But it's an expensive decision.

 

Of course, it's always an option to do a general year before declaring a major and investing (or wasting) a year in any particular program. But that's still a year's worth of tuition, textbooks, and other student fees.

 

The most cost-effective way to tackle university: tons and tons of research. It might sound obvious, but knowing what you want - or don't want - could save you tens of thousands of dollars.

 

For some students, it might be as simple as acknowledging that they just aren't ready yet. They need to go out into the real world for a year or more before committing the time and money to a path in university that still isn't clear in their mind.

 

And for some, the road might never lead them back to school, and that's okay, too. As parents, we need to recognize the fact that for a lot of reasons, university isn't for everyone.

 

