Conflict Study

Conflict - is any struggle, internal or external, between fictional characters, forces or emotions, usually between the protagonist and someone or something else.

In order for a story to move forward, a conflict between the protagonist (main character) and another force needs to take place and be resolved. If the protagonist does not experience any conflict or struggle, there would be no need to continue with the story because the reader would not be interested in the upcoming events. Other characters in the story may experience a conflict as well. Virtually every story has a conflict. 
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Complete the following assignment and submit your work to your teacher. 
Now that you understand the elements of conflict...

...imagine a short story where Jessica wakes up with a big smile on her face. Padding through a beautiful old house, she comes into the kitchen to be greeted by her loving parents and her younger brother, Kevin, who asks her if she'd like some of the homemade blueberry pancakes that he made, just five minutes ago.

As she walks to school, the spring sun shines down on her. Her neighbours, the Mouseau family, drive by in their electric, non-polluting car and wave. Jessica waves back, smiling.

At school she attends her classes, getting back tests and assignments that she aced! Her English teacher, Mr. Wolfraim tells her that she's his favourite student. At lunch she holds hands with her boyfriend Sam in the cafeteria.

After school she scores three times in the city championship soccer game. Her team wins and they go out for pizza to celebrate. Later, in bed, she falls off to sleep with a big smile on her face. 

Consider the Jessica story. It lacks conflict, doesn't it?

It's boring.

Think about the story and recommend three examples of conflict, one from each category that would make the story more interesting .

· #1 should be Person vs. Person 
· #2 should be a Person vs. Self 

· #3 should be Person vs. Environment 

Record your ideas, matching the above order, as an MP3 file. Organize your thoughts. Be detailed. The file should be about one minute. You might want to do this at home or at a local library. Some MP3 players have microphones - it should be easy. Present/share your audio file with your teacher and classmates

Now, re-write the Jessica story (150-200 words) so that it is shaped by all three types of conflict.
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Assignment 2 
Read the short story "Just Lather, That's All" by Hernando Tellez and notice the different conflicts experienced by the main character, the barber.

Complete the following assignment and submit your work to your teacher. 
  

Based on the short story "Just Lather, That's All" by Hernando Tellez, answer the following questions using complete sentences.

1. Is it meaningful that we are not told where (in what country) the story takes place or what has caused the revolution? How so? 
2. The conflict of the story is inside the barber but knowing what he thinks and feels hints at larger conflicts. Write out an example of each of the three types of conflict. Identify the type you are quoting. 

3. Why does the barber not kill Captain Torres? 

4. The story's final sentence suggests that the Captain thinks the barber to be a coward. Is he? 

5. This question is a "Supported Opinion" paragraph. By referring to the story's conflicts argue that the barber is wrong and that he should kill Captain Torres. Maybe he's being selfish. Specify possible benefits that could come to the revolutionaries from the killing.  
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Helpful Hints for Writing a Supported Opinion Paragraph
Expressing your opinion in a paragraph is a very useful skill in communication. There are many situations where you will be expected to express your opinion about a topic and support your opinion with clear details. The purpose of your paragraph should be to convince whomever is reading your paragraph that your opinion is right, so you should have very clear reasons and supporting details. 

  
All paragraphs have three essential parts.

1. The topic sentence introduces the topic of your paragraph and shows the point you want to make about that topic. 
2. The body sentences work together to explain and support the point you want to make about that topic. You should have at least three sentences in the body. Try to write four or five sentences so that your argument is supported strongly. 

3. The concluding sentence sums up your argument and reinforces the point you stated in your topic sentence. 

	Question 5 - Supported Opinion Paragraph 

	Categories
	Level 1
(50 - 59%)
	Level 2
(60 - 69%)
	Level 3
(70 - 79%)
	Level 4
(80 - 100%)

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Poor evidence of thinking about the topic 
	Some evidence of thinking about the topic 
	Considerable evidence of thinking about the topic 
	High degree of evidence of thinking about the topic 

	Communication

Mechanics of Writing 
	Uses poor sentence structure inadequate organization, several grammar and/or spelling errors. 
	Complete sentences, comprehensible, organization could be improved to present a more coherent argument or statement. Paragraph has three or more grammar and/or spelling errors per paragraph. 
	Complete sentences, well organized, but some (2 or less per paragraph) grammar and/or spelling errors contained in paragraph. 
	Uses complete sentences, well organized, grammatically correct and free of spelling errors. 

	Application

Support of thesis 
	Poor support of thesis. 
	Thesis is supported fairly well. 
	Support for thesis is considerable. 
	High degree of support for thesis. 


Note: A student whose achievement is below Level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity. 
