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The Suicide Paradox – Freakonomics Radio

 Vocabulary:

Benign - adjective 
· having a kindly disposition; gracious: a benign king. 
· Pathology. not malignant; self-limiting

spurious - adjective 
· not genuine, authentic, or true; not from the claimed, pretended, or proper source; counterfeit

apocryphal - adjective/
· of doubtful authorship or authenticity. 

· false; spurious: He told an apocryphal story about the sword, but the truth was later revealed
Questions:

1. What caught Dan Everett’s attention when he lived with a tribe in the Amazon?   (1:30)
2. What was the reason they laughed when he told the story of his mother in law committing suicide? (2:30)

3. What is the suicide rate compared to homicide rate in the U.S.? (5:10)
4. How are suicides and homicides considered different types of tragedies?

5. What are the statistics regarding men versus women and suicide? (8:30)

6. Statistically when does suicide peak?  (12:00)

7. What did Matt Ray (sociologist at Temple University) find out about the so called “losers” he studies?  (13:00)
8. How do the statistics differ for African Americans?  (15:00)
9. How is the media linked to the Werther Effect?   (20:00)

10. How does the Vienna subway system in the 1980’s provide an example of the Werther Effect? (23:00) 

11. What is the Papageno Effect?  (25:00)

12. Why is Matt Rat also suspicious of the copy cat effect? (26:00)

