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Some Cases for Ethics

Senior executives are involved in a 'pump and dump' scheme where they actively promote the sale of company stock to inflate the value to their shareholders. They dump the stock in secret, selling all that they have because of inside information which they know will affect the stock's performance. The same executives also sit as chairmen of the board, supposedly representing the shareholders, as well as being the CEOs of the company.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ?

A noted professor works at a university research lab which has strong ties to a noted drug company. She publishes a report on a drug produced by this company which shows unfavourable results in clinical trials. Under pressure from the drug company, who is willing to withdraw its research funding, the university fires the professor.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ?

A teacher teaches a university English course in summer school. After the final report card, a student goes to complain about his mark. The summer school administrator changes the mark from a 77 to an 80 so that the student can get into his program of choice at university. The admin tell him not to inform the other students of what has occurred. There are other students who are also unhappy with their marks.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ?

The Federal government, in order to secure trade agreements with Russia, Spain, Portugal and other countries, which favoured industries in central and western Canada, sacrificed the livelihood of the primary industry (fishing) of Canada's east coast provinces.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ? 

'Who is Your Daddy ? ' Is a reality show where the premise is that a young girl must try to figure out who her biological father is among a selection of possible fathers on national television. She goes through significant emotional torture in public in order to secure high ratings for a network. In the end, the show is cancelled due to protests over the show's premise.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ?

A woman, who goes by the name of  "Coffee", bakes some "special cookies" laced with cannabis extract, a highly potent version of marijuana which she peddles to tourists on nude beaches in the Caribbean. She has been arrested twice for trafficking and acquitted, since the cannabis, in cookie form, is barely detectable. She believes that she is doing nothing wrong. The police are trying to charge her with more serious charges, usually reserved for large scale drug operations. Again, she believes that because she will be acquitted because the authorities cannot prove the existence of any drug in the 'special cookies', she maintains that she is doing nothing wrong.

Is this ethical ? Why or why not ?

