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Expository Paragraphs

The main purpose of an expository paragraph is to give information about a topic.  It may explain ideas, give directions, or show how to do something. An expository paragraph uses transition words (such as first , second, and most importantly in the model below). These words help guide the reader through the explanation. 

As with all paragraphs, it must have a topic sentence which introduces the main idea of the paragraph.  The supporting sentences give details to develop and support the main idea of the paragraph. 

The closing sentence restates the main idea of the paragraph using different words.

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world.  First, Canada has an excellent health care system.  All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education.  Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university.  Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

Assignment:  
Write an expository paragraph telling why you think Canada is or isn’t one of the best countries to live in.

 

Do's and Don'ts of Expository Writing

· The subject and the verb in the sentence must agree. For example: There are four advantages of doing homework. There is one advantage of doing homework.   

· Always spell check your draft. Use the dictionary, parents,  classmates, siblings, and teachers as resources to help you. Double check the use of homophones such as 'there' and 'their' and it's and its.
· Place a comma after signal phrases such as First of all, Also, Secondly,    Last, but not least,     In conclusion, .             
· Avoid contractions such as don't, couldn't, it's, and you're.           
· In sentences that begin with 'If' and 'Because' clauses, always use a comma after the clause. For example: If it is raining, you should wear your raincoat. Because I studied for the test, I did well.             

· Use 'such as' and 'including' instead of 'like'. Do not use a colon (:) after these phrases.  Examples:   We will need to take items such as sleeping bags, tents, and lanterns. We will need items including chips, pop, and candies.            
· Do not begin an expository sentence with 'but' or 'and'. Use 'however' in the place of 'but' and 'also' in the place of 'and'.  Examples:  There can be positive consequences for students who complete their assignments. However, there are often negative consequences when homework is not done. Also, there is another advantage of playing sports.            
· Use formal language. Avoid the use of 'a lot'. Instead, use words and phrases such as 'many', 'several', 'a great number', 'a great deal', and 'plenty'. Avoid the use of 'etc.'.           
· Avoid phrases such as 'What I mean', 'This means that', 'which means that' in the sentence(s) used to explain a detail           
· Use parallel structure in your writing.  For example: John will be doing his homework, washing the dishes, and then babysitting his little sister.  OR John will do his homework, wash the dishes, and then babysit his little sister.
· Double check to make sure that each sentence in the piece is a complete sentence and includes the correct punctuation.         
· Avoid the use of run-on sentences where two sentences are incorrectly written as one sentence. For example: 'Doing homework is a choice, you can do it or not do it.’ is a run-on sentence. 
· Check the mechanics of the title for correct capitalization and punctuation. Capitalize the first and last words in the title and any other important words. You can also punctuate the title of an expository paragraph with quotation marks since it can be considered a short article.

