A Good Paragraph

Read the following example of a good paragraph and answer the questions in full sentences:

When you choose a post-secondary institution to attend, there are many issues to consider. You must consider the type of program you wish to pursue and determine which schools offer the most valuable course of study for your goals. You and your family must discuss the relative costs of various types of programs, deciding which schools are affordable to you. Your academic ability must be considered in terms of competition and grade requirements.  Your personality must be taken into consideration as well; do you prefer large classes or small, do you function best in a structured or a loose setting? Choosing a post-secondary institution is a serious endeavour, encompassing many different elements regarding the school, the goals, your abilities, and your preferences. 

1. What is the main idea?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which sentence states the main idea?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What do sentences two, three, four and five add to the main idea?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How does the last sentence relate to the ideas developed in sentences one through five?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In what way is this paragraph unified?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Topic Sentence

· states the main idea of the paragraph
Below are four sentence pairs. One sentence in each pair is broad enough to be a good topic sentence.  The other is too specific to be developed into a full paragraph.  Put a check mark on the black before the sentence you think would be a good topic sentence. 

1. ____ Most teenaged drivers are very cautious and mindful of traffic laws. 

____ My neighbor, Mike, got a ticket one week after he got his license. 

2. ____ The math achievement test was two hour long.

____ Achievement testing is one way in which school systems assess how well their teachers teach and their students learn. 

3. ____ Lower back pain is a common ailment of people who sit for long periods of time every day.

____ My dad has back trouble. 

4. ____ Many schools offer career education programs, beginning as early as the primary grades. 

____ the career assembly was held this morning during second period in the auditorium. 

Limiting the Topic Sentence 

Below, you will find a series of sentence pairs.  In each pair, one topic sentence is too general; the other is properly limited in its scope.  Place a check on the line before the properly limited topic sentence.  
1.​​ ___ Jesse’s last practical joke was a real “pain”.

   ___ Practical jokes can be dangerous.  

2. ___ Raising a child is difficult but rewarding work.

    ___ I know I worry my parents when I don’t come home on time. 

3. ___ A TV program taught me how to save a life.

    ___ Television is a very valuable source of information. 

Rewriting the Topic Sentence
The following are topic sentences that are too broad.  Rewrite each one, limiting its scope. 

1. Summer employment can offer a teenager a wealth of experience.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Sports can be dangerous. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Involvement in school and community activities is enriching. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Children’s toys sometimes stifle the imagination. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

