What Is Philosophy Lecture

HZT4U   –   Mr. Cullen 

Philosophy

We all have views about ultimate questions, whether or not we have thought about these views. In everyday life, we operate with conceptions of what it is to be real, how to find out what is true, how the mental is different from the physical, what is morally good or bad, and so on. We assume answers to all these philosophical issues without having to think explicitly about them.

Philosophical Thinking

Philosophy is the activity of thinking about ultimate questions and attempting to develop good, rational reasons for holding one particular position rather than another. There is no simple way to define what an ultimate question is, but in general such questions concern the basic features of our world and worldview. Philosophy investigates issues such as what it is to be real, what knowledge is, and whether God watches over the world. These issues provide the presupposed context for practical activities, for specialized sciences, and for the arts. Philosophy questions our basic assumptions and looks for reasons for that which is taken for granted. Literature, art, and religious teachings may explicitly consider some of these basic issues, but they rarely examine all of the reasons against as well as those for their preferred position.

Some Definitions of Philosophy

1. Philosophy begins with wonder… (Aristotle)

2. The aim of philosophy, abstractly formulated, is to understand how things in the broadest possible sense of the term, hang together in the broadest possible sense of the term. (Sellars)

3. Philosophy is something in which people engage. It is a practice or activity, something people do. And unlike, for instance digging ditches or playing the fiddle, the practice of philosophy is fundamentally an activity of techniques. It is, in short, a discipline. (Rosenberg)

4. Main concern of philosophy: to question and understand very common ideas that all of us use every day without thinking about them. (Nagel)

5. Philosophy consists of our views-our beliefs and attitudes about ourselves and the world. Doing philosophy, therefore, is first of all the activity of stating as clearly and as convincingly as possible, what we believe and what we believe in… It is the development of these ideas, the attempt to work them out with all their implications and complications. (Solomon) 

6. … if it (philosophy) cannot answer so many questions as we could wish, (philosophy) has at least the power of asking questions which increases interest of the world, and show the strangeness and wonder just below the surface even in the commonest things of daily life. (Russell)

7. … as one phase of its activity philosophy attempts to form a consistent and comprehensive theory about the nature of the universe, by the exercise of reason on the basis of the best information available… and the examination of the basic assumptions of science and ordinary experience… (unknown)
