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Examples of Common Everyday Philosophical Questions
1. Do space and time go on forever?

2. What if there isn’t any God? (Or, What if there is?)

3. Is anyone genuinely free?

4. Is anything ever really right or wrong?

5. Are there any absolute truths?

6. Can some works or art really be better than others?

7. What is the meaning of life?

8. How do we know anything?

9. How much do you really know about what goes on in anyone else’s mind?

10. What is the relationship between consciousness and the brain?

11. How language is possible? ... How can a word have a meaning?

12. What inequalities are unjust?

13. What is the nature of death?

Example of Professional Philosophic Questions

1. A neurophysiologist, while establishing correlations between certain brain functions and the feeling of pain, begins to wonder whether the “mind” is distinct from the brain.

2. A behavioural psychologist, having increasing success in predicting human behaviour, questions whether any human actions can be called “free.”

3. Supreme Court justices, when framing a rule to distinguish obscene and nonobscene art works, are drawn into questions about the nature and function of art.

4. An anthropologist, nothing that all societies have some conception of a moral code, begins to wonder just what distinguishes a moral from a non-moral point of view.

5. A perennial skeptic, accustomed to demanding and not receiving absolute proof for every view encountered, declares that it is impossible to know anything.

6. An IRS director, in determining which (religious) organizations should be exempted from tax, is forced to define what counts as a “religion” or “religious group”.
