Canadians have a tough decision to make between the beaver and the polar bear

Canada is facing a new controversy. The simmering controversy is whether the country should have a beaver or a polar bear as a national emblem. 

The beaver was named an official emblem of the country in 1975. However, if Tory Senator Nicole Eaton has her way, the beaver will be replaced by the polar bear.   Soon after this was made public, radio talk shows across the country had a field day. Numerous Canadians participated in the great debate in letters to the editor. 

If I am not mistaken, there is more interest in this issue than the global economy. One of the best letters I read stressed Canada should keep the beaver but scrap the senate.   Eaton said the beaver was an outdated symbol and a destructive rodent. The majestic polar bear, with its strength, courage, resourcefulness and dignity, would be a better fit, the senator said. 

What about Canada’s best known and highly respected symbol. Yes, I am talking about the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.   People around the world know about Canada’s national police force. Yes, and what about the igloo, the moose or a hockey puck? 

Let the discussions continue. Senator Eaton feels it is time for an “emblem makeover.”   “Many accuse the dentally defective rat of being a nuisance that wreaks havoc on farmlands, roads, lakes, streams and tree plantations,” she said, adding that a country’s symbols can “change over time.” 

“It is high time that the beaver step aside as a Canadian emblem or, at least, share the honour with the stately polar bear.” I am told Eaton is a big fan of polar bears and has several photographs of the Arctic beast, which is also facing extinction, in her office. 

A Manitoba MP said removing the beaver would ignore the animal’s impact on Canada’s history. “Polar bears are cool but the beaver played a pivotal role in the history of Canada,” said New Democratic Party MP Pat Martin. “It was the relentless pursuit of beaver that opened the great Northwest.” 

Early French and English colonists worked and lived in the country’s far reaches to trap beavers for their pelts. Many Canadians argue removing beavers entirely from Canada’s national symbols would be labour-intensive and very costly.   The bear sits on top of the entrance to Parliament and appears on Canadian nickels. Others argue polar bears inspire fear. Eaton has called on the government to retire the beaver as Canada’s national emblem. She said the polar bear was more appropriate emblem than a rat. 

A group of Ottawa area farmers have declared war on the beaver, whose population has exploded with the decline of trapping. The critters have been building dozens of dams that have destroyed trees, flooded farmlands and are threatening farmers’ wells, septic systems and roads. 

However, an image of the dam building rodent graced Canada’s first postage stamps. Eaton intends to make it her mission to help educate Canadians about their history and heritage and to force a more unified national identity. 

The Montreal born senator for Ontario was appointed to the post by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2009. Senator Eaton is determined to get rid of the bear.   The same senator gave an equally impassioned speech last year in Parliament celebrating the rodent as the crucial player in the founding of our country. I have mixed reactions on this pressing issue. 

I like the polar bear, which must be saved from near extinction, and I also like the hard-working beaver. But, I also like the mounted police and the moose.  Yes, and don’t forget the hockey puck. Is there any room for compromise here?
